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Step 2: Choose a Basic Form

What is the basic form of government you would like to use? The form you choose will have 
a tremendous impact on how well different institutions serve their structural functions. For 
example, in the course of his examination of different constitutions, Aristotle identified six 
basic types. Of course, he recognized that many variations are possible and that it is pos-
sible to mix the many types, but Aristotle was big on categories of ideal types, so he stuck 
with six. Among his six types of governments, he identified three good forms and three 
perverted forms (see my totally wonderful Table 5.1). What differentiated the good from the 
perverted was for whom the government worked. If the government worked for the benefit 
of all of its citizens, Aristotle called it good. If it benefited only the ruling class, Aristotle 
labeled it a perverted type. The other major distinction Aristotle drew among the govern-
ments was the size of the group in charge.9

Pointless Figure 5.1 Choose Your Own Adventure in Government
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